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MUSKRAT WATERSHED COUNCIL (MWC)
Meeting of the Board of Directors 
 
Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, March 19, 2026, 6:30 p.m.


Online through Google Meet

meet.google.com/ezd-qitc-btk
+1 587-978-1050 (PIN 460326449)

Welcome and Call to Order
The meeting of the Muskrat Watershed Council was called to order at 6:35 p.m.

Introductions and Record of Attendance

Attendance :
Present: 	Karen Coulas, Rene Coulas, Debbie MacDonald, Greg Stasyna, Claus Trost, Amanda Walt, Brian Whitehead

Regrets: 	Barbara Green, Rick Adamson, Andy Laird, Jeff Reeves, Evelyn St. Amour, Dave Thomassin, Michael Walt, Anna Maria Blum, Gerry Rook, Mackenzie Baird

Council Representative Regrets:
Connie White, Township of Whitewater Region


Meeting Rules - Karen
Karen reminded everyone to respect the agenda and to keep side conversations to a minimum so people attending online can hear the discussion.

Meeting roles - Karen
Note taker: Debbie & Karen
Timekeeper: Debbie 

Adoption of Agenda
Greg approved the agenda, Rene seconded it.

Approval of minutes from February 19, 2026 meeting:
Debbie approved the minutes, Brian seconded.

Treasurer’s Report- Debbie
See attached treasurer’s report.

Directors’ Reports
Agricultural Committee – Karen
MWC received a request to prepare a letter of support regarding wetlands.  Karen responded that the MWC does not quality as an expert.
Anne Beck of Olmstead Lake expressed interest in having shoreline planting done – Debbie will contact them.
Brian discussed the agricultural study for buffer areas on Muskrat Lake. At our recent planning meeting he asked Mackenzie to request the township provide us contact info for those residents on the lake so we can make contact and discuss shoreline planting.

Science Committee – Karen
MWC has received a request to speak on water quality to the 4H members in the area as well as a visiting group from Saskatchewan at the Bonnechere Caves - sometime in August 2026.
Beach Mats – Rene said that burlap can be obtained at MNR Feeds - He will purchase it and sew it together to create new beach mats.
Rene – has been approached to install two more watering systems. 
He will ask the Bromley farmer to investigate a possible CIP grant with his township to cover half the cost and we will grant them the other quarter.
Claus mentioned that the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness (OMAFRA) often offer grants at 50/50 (around $15K to 17K)

Communications & Media – Amanda
Nothing to report

Science Committee: Brian:
At our last meeting Mackenzie had prepared a presentation covering a 5-year monitoring report to improve water quality on Muskrat Lake. It will be presented to council and forwarded to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP).
Brian recommend that we include it in our annual report.
It contained all the waterfront properties in the area. Then the properties that are on Muskrat Lake were sorted out separately.
The MWC has an opportunity to present a joint presentation to council on April 1st on the improvements that council has done and what we are proposing for the next year. Debbie will send a request via Connie White to slot us in at their next meeting.
Kristy Beatty is very interested in working with MWC and reactivating the water quality monitoring.  We will have to investigate funding for water testing.
Brian will set up a meeting with 
Algonquin College to set up water monitoring for 2027.
We will be doing a deep dive into the Hutchinson study to educate the committee on best practices with the municipality. It’s been 6 yrs since last monitoring, and in 2028 we will tender a water quality improvement plan for the watershed and a strategic plan for the township. 
Next Council meeting is April 1st, 2026.
Brian will provide info from Mackenzie’s report to Amanda to use to create the presentation to council.  She will also use AI to collect info from past AGM meetings to use in the presentations.
Debbie and Brian will present to council.

Fundraising Committee Update – Karen
No report

Old Business – Karen

Other/New Business – Karen

Beach Update:
Mike will get a new quote for parts, and the problem with payment needs to be sorted out.
We need to find a licensed & insured plumber within the region, to install parts
Rene will get back to Amanda as he knows of two plumbers.
Rene suggested that the plumber may already have an account to purchase all the required materials, and that we could reimburse him after he submits his payment.

Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations (FOCA) Meeting: March 7th
Greg provided a summary and will forward the FOCA meeting package once he has received it. 
In the interim, Greg will send out his power point presentation after this evening’s meeting.
Greg picked up lots of info, pamphlets, and loot bags for us.

Next Meeting

Thursday, April 16, 2026, 6:30 p.m.

Online: Through Google Meet

meet.google.com/ezd-qitc-btk
+1 587-978-1050 (PIN 460326449)
Adjournment: 8:17                             p.m.
Minutes recorded and submitted by:  _____________________________________________
                                             	Karen Coulas, Chair, Muskrat Watershed Council
Debbie Macdonald, Treasurer, Muskrat Watershed Council
Approved by:   _________________________________________________
                            		Karen Coulas, Chair, Muskrat Watershed Council
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Current Amount in BMO Account

$ 29,738.72

MUSKRAT WATERSHED COUNCIL & TREASURER'S REPORT - March 2026

Meeting Feb 19, 2026 - Scotia Account Balance $ 4571056 Business Chequing Account

Income Bxpenses

2026-Memberships $ 57.36 Scotia e-transfer fee $ (9.00)

Total Income $57.36 Total Expenses $ (9.00)

Current Amount in Scotia Account $ 45,758.92

New Float $150

Meeting Feb 19, 2026 - BMO Account Balance $ 29,054.83 SBCNA Charity Gaming Business Account

Income Bxpenses

SBCNA Charity Bingo Deposit - Feb 2026 $ 723.39 MWC Logo Bingo Shirt - J. Moss $ (38.00)
BMO e-transfer Fee $ (1.50)

Total Income $ 72339 Total Expenses $ (39.50)





